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A Presentation of Research into Air Lubrication on the hull of a ship as a drag 
reduction technique  

Presented by Mr. David Hitchmough 
 

 
 

Air lubrication is a promising technology that has seen continuing investigation and development 
over recent years. Advancement in computational resources has meant that it is now possible to 
carry out more advanced CFD simulations of the technology, and this has opened the opportunity 
for further research and development. With the improvement in resources this has raised additional 
questions about how to replicate the conditions and geometry in computer simulation. What is of 
particular interest in this area of research is determining the real-world benefit of the technology by 
assessing what potential detriments that may arise to the vessel’s seakeeping function and 
propulsive efficiency, and these challenges will be discussed in this talk. 

The talk is free and open to all those interested 
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