
 

 

Mr John Waite gave an interesting and useful presentation to a select gathering at RPCYC premises 

overlooking the Hoe. The gathered professionals were mainly ships masters, pilots, engineers and deck officers. 

Members of RINA, IMAREST, RIN and NI all attending. 

After his introduction and precis of his career, the first bomb shell that Mr Waite delivered is that the vessel 

stability booklet is often made up of incorrect or erroneous information. This is important for any type of vessel, but 

especially important for PCC car carrier type ships, ROROs and multi cargo vessels. The master should familiarise 

himself with the stability booklet and confirm the accuracy of the data and where it has originated from. Indeed, if 

the data is correct. If it is not correct now, was it once correct and changes been made.  

Particular attention should be made to the hydrostatics to confirm the CB and LCB. 

     Car carriers and RoRo vessels are designed and built with fine hull forms (block coefficients in the region of 

0.5-ish) due to the need to have large volume and low weight. This makes the hull more fuel efficient but requires 

the aft sections of the hull to be sunk lower, in order to submerge the propeller to make it efficient.  

 



 The unusual intact GZ curve of the Hoag Osaka was then shown from the MAIB report, and the upward end 

of the blue curve pointed out.  

 

 PCCs are susceptible to lowered stability due to forward trim. This is due to less wetted surface area at the 

bow than the stern.  

 Stability of a vessel changes greatly with 1) trim and 2) heel. Mr Waite then went on to discuss the likelihood 

of Parametric Rolling and how it affects PCCs and similar ship designs.  

 


