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Modern lifeboats have to be capable o  

safely and reliably operating in the most 

extreme of natural environments. In addition 

to these obvious challenges, RNLI 

Engineers have to consider social, 

legislative and organisational challenges 

when designing new RNLI equipment. This 

presentation will describe some of the 

challenges faced by RNLI Engineers when 

designing lifeboats and their launching 

systems for operation around the coastline 

of the UK and Republic of Ireland. 

This lecture will be proceeded by the launch 

of the 2017 Western Joint Branch Design 

Challenge 
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Iain is a Senior Naval Architect at the RNLI. His current role involves many tasks related to the build, 

support, maintenance and repair of the RNLI fleet with particular emphasis on engineering support to 

the Atlantic 85 construction program and management of all aspects of through life stability 

management for the the RNLI fleet.  
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